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Work zone campaign focuses on driver dangers 


e uess who usually gets hurt in work zone 
crashes? Drivers and their passengers. 

That’s the message the Transportation Safety 
Division will carry during this construction 
season in hopes of continuing a two-year trend of 
declining work zone deaths. 

Analysis of last year’s nine deaths shows six 
were vehicle drivers or passengers and one was a 
pedestrian, according to Larry Christianson, 
Roadway Safety coordinator. One death was a 
flagger and another was a worker. More than half 
the deaths were in the Portland metropolitan area. 
The 21 work zone fatalities in 1997 were the 
highest number on record; that figure dropped to 
14 during 1998. 

“Last year we took action on many fronts to 
improve work zone safety,’ Christianson said. “We 
hope they are responsible for the decline in 
deaths, but we need to do even better. Our 
traditional ‘Give ‘Em A Brake’ message has been 
aimed at asking drivers to watch out for workers. 
This year we'd like to help drivers remember that 
they stand to lose, too, if they don’t pay close 
attention to their driving in work zones,” he 
added. 

Many of last year’s initiatives will be continued. 
The department has increased traffic law enforce- 
ment funding — spending an additional $1.2 
million in federal road funds over two years. 
ODOT, private contractors and local public works 
departments are improving safety training for 
workers. 

“We also are encouraging public works and 
contractor crews to do a better job making sure 
~ that signing accurately reflects work activity,” 
Christianson said. “Accurate signing increases the 
respect drivers have for our crews.” 

National studies show that driver attention 
being diverted is the single biggest problem in 
work zones. Excessive vehicle speed also is a 
serious problem. Fines are doubled for traffic 
violations in work zones. Drivers can be fined up 
to $600. 

The “Give “Em a Brake” public awareness 
campaign will emphasize dangers to vehicle 
drivers and their passengers in work zones. The 
effort includes radio, newspaper, transit vehicle 
and movie theater announcements. Most mes- 
sages will begin appearing this month or next. 

“We also are working with Associated General 
Contractors to continue a partnership started last 
summer,” Christianson said. 

Since 1985, 169 people have died in Oregon 
work zones and nearly 5,400 crashes have oc- 
curred. (Written by Monte Turner, communications 
coordinator, 503/986-4180.) W 


Inside... 


New public transportation committee 
looks to improve transit services. 
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work zone crashes? 


Drivers and 


their passengers. 


Slow Down. The Way fo Go. 
Transportation Safety — ODOT 


> Slow down when you see orange 
barrels, cones and signs — even 
when there’s no construction 
work visible. Hazards may still exist. 


> Realize that it’s not business as 
usual in a work zone. Expect the 
unexpected: The roadway may 
have changed. There may be 


Portland’s Union Station 


Tips for driving safely in work zones 


y 


fewer lanes. There may be a 
detour or a flagger. 


Maintain extra soace between 
your vehicle and the one ahead 
to give yourself extra reaction 
time in case of a problem. 


For more information, contact Larry 
Christianson at 503/986-4195. 


Track and signal work to boost 


frain running times 


B urlington Northern & Santa Fe Railway crews 
are in the middle of a $6 million project to 
improve the track and signal system between 
Portland’s Union Station and Vancouver, Wash. The 
project is one of several in the Pacific Northwest rail 
corridor designed to reduce travel time and boost 
schedule reliability. 

When completed, the project will streamline train 
operations at the station and remove seven to eight 
minutes of running time between the two cities. 

“This project will reduce running times by about 
30 percent,” said ODOT State Rail Planner Ed 
Immel. “The project will also eliminate the need for 
train crews to manually throw track switches to get 
trains in and out of the station.” 

BNSF crews have completed most of the signal 
work but are waiting for the track work at Union 


Cities, counties and ODOT soon to be 
working from same standards book. 


Station before turning on the system. The signal 
improvements also will increase track capacity since 
trains will be able to operate at full designated speed 
in either direction on the two main tracks. 

The Union Station track is actually owned by the 
Portland Terminal Railroad Company, but BNSF is 
acting as the contractor for the project. Funds for 
the project were provided through a grant from the 
Federal Railroad Administration. 

“The track work is an interesting balancing act,” 
said Immel. “Not only do we have to shift track 15- 
20 feet, but we must also do it without impacting 
the operations of trains. At the same time the city of 
Portland wants to keep automobile traffic moving 
over NW 14" and 17" streets since they are the only 
access to a large segment of the surrounding 
industrial area.” W 


Report cards evaluate contractor 


performance. 


Shop design convenient for equipment storage 


hen the Bend maintenance 

shop was built in the 1970s, 
the 4,000 square-foot building was 
up to the task of providing work 
and storage space for the Bend 
crew. But, as the years went by and 
equipment got bigger and bigger, 
and more things, such as weather- 
sensitive paint, had to be stored 
inside, the eight-bay shop got 
smaller and smaller. 

“We had to keep half of our 
equipment outside all winter 
because the new trucks and plows 
wouldn’t fit into the building,” 
explained Richard Foltz, Transpor- 
tation Maintenance coordinator. 
“We were parking some pieces so 
close together there wasn’t room to 
walk between them.” 

To meet the demand for both 
storage space and an indoor work 
area, ground was broken on a new Bend 
maintenance shop in May 1999. The new 
building has 20 bays in a “back-to-back” 
design. The building is 182 feet by 85 feet, with 
10 bays on each side. This allows the crew to 


The new Bend maintenance shop has 20 bays arranged in a “back-to-back” design. This 
design allows large equipment to be driven into one bay and out the other, rather than 
having to be backed out of the building. 


drive large equipment straight through, or to 
park vehicles end to end. 

“Tf we'd tried to build 20 bays in a single- 
bay design, we would have needed two 


buildings,” said Jay Smith, Mainte- 
nance assistant who helped coordi- 
nate the construction of the new 
facility. “That wouldn’t have worked 
well on our compound, and wouldn't 
have given us the ability to drive 
equipment straight through. I think 
the double-bay design would work 
well on any site because of that.” 

The building houses a crew of 22 
and 19 pieces of equipment. It has an 
office, storage room, locker room, 
and a break room that doubles as a 
conference room for team meetings 
and training. The project included a 
new office building for the transpor- 
tation maintenance manager and 
other supervisors that were formerly 
located in the Region 4 office, and 
more covered storage outside. The 
project cost $2.2 million. 

The old shop has become home to 
the electrical and sign/legend crews, the geology 
drilling crew, and storage for water-based, 
environmentally friendly paint. (Written by 
Laurie Gould, Region 4 information representative, 
541/388-6224.) W 


Aavisory group looks at public transportation 


A new advisory committee formed to 
provide a forum for Oregon’s transit 
providers and their customers, and to work 
toward improving transit service statewide met 
for the first time in March. 

The Public Transportation Advisory Com- 
mittee includes transit providers ranging from 
fixed-route systems to dial-a-ride services in 
rural communities, the Department of Human 
Services, cities and counties, and advocacy 
groups for seniors and physically challenged 
Oregonians represented on the committee. 

“Sometimes, the trip provided by the public 
transit provider or by a non-profit provider is 
the only trip a person gets outside of their 
home,” said ODOT Director Grace Crunican. 
“Particularly the dial-a-rides and special 
transportation services that really area lifeline 
for many citizens in the state.” 

Crunican said that by bringing the various 
committee members to the table, such as DHS 
which funds public transportation through 
senior and developmentally disabled programs, 
it is possible to better coordinate programs, 
provide more rides and use funds more effec- 
tively. 


VY REMINDER 


Enrollment for Long Term 
Care Insurance is April 3 
—May 5. Visit the LTC 
Web site at http:// 
pebb.das.state.or.us/ 
LTC2000.html for more 
information, including 
informational meeting 
schedules. 


“We have a certain, limited amount of 
resources available to us and to better utilize 
those resources, getting the highest and best 
use for them is important,” she said. “It is very 
important in the transit world, because of the 
direct service impact a cut would have on 
people.” 

Crunican formally charged the committee 
with several duties: 

> Make recommendations to the Oregon 

Transportation Commission and the 
Public Transit Division regarding 
transit policies and programs, and 
changes to existing rules and laws. 


P Respond to issues brought to the commit- 
tee by the public, by partner agencies and 
by ODOT. 

> Promote statewide advocacy for alternative 
transportation modes and strategies to 
manage demand for services. 

> Support and endorse local community and 
regional transportation solutions. 

> Get information about programs and 
services to the public. 

The committee will meet bi-monthly at 
locations throughout Oregon. At least one meeting 
a year will be scheduled in conjunction with an 
Oregon Transportation Commission meeting. W 


Progress on the Cape Cove Slide clean up may mean two-way traffic on U.S. 101 could 
be restored as soon as mid-April. Dry weather helped crews in the clean up. LRL Con- 

struction of Tillamook worked 12-hour days, seven days a week to reopen the highway. 
During Spring Break, the highway was open to one-way traffic in the afternoons. 


Get Answers, Get Going 


ODOT renames and 
enhances travel Web site 


DOT’s Internet site for road, weather and 

travel information has a new look and 
feel. The Travel Advisor Web site has been 
renamed TripCheck and features a new map 
interface, improved reporting of highway 
conditions, and more information on other 
modes of transportation. You can access the 
site at TripCheck.com. 

The improved site displays highway condi- 
tion and construction information on a state 
map using color-coded icons to alert users to 
situations that could affect their travel plans. 
Software developed for TripCheck allows road 
conditions to be input directly from ODOT 
district offices rather than from Salem. The 
new software called the Highway Travel 
Conditions Reporting System speeds up the 


process of posting incidents to the site. This is 
critical with rapidly changing road conditions. 

Improved weather information is another 
feature of TripCheck. ODOT’s roadside weather 
stations provide temperature, wind speed and 
precipitation information along many highways. 
There also are useful links to the National 
Weather Service. One of TripCheck’s more 
popular features is its camera views of major 
Oregon highways and passes. By clicking on a 
camera symbol, visitors view near real-time 
camera shots of a particular Oregon highway or 
pass. 

“The public has loved our cameras from the 
very beginning, especially when highway pass 
conditions are bad,” said Galen McGill, manager 
of the Intelligent Transportation Systems Unit. 


Rewrite of massive book and 
drawings nears completion 


t may not be a best seller, but it is BIG as 

books go! 

An effort by ODOT and the Oregon Chapter 
of the American Public Works Association to 
co-author a joint specifications and standards 
drawings book is almost complete. 

Combining the work of about 150 authors, 
the 1,200-page Oregon Standard Specifications 
manual will roll off the printing press later this 
year following a complete rewrite that has 
taken about two years. The effort also includes 
redesign of nearly 400 standard drawings for 
~ design and construction. 

The purpose of the massive overhaul is to 
develop common construction standards for 
use by state, city and county engineers. The 
impetus for this overhaul came from a 
Governor’s Transportation Efficiency Commit- 
tee recommendation. The group asked that 
more consistent and uniform construction 
standards be developed in Oregon. 

Standard specifications and drawings are 
boilerplate language and designs that engineers 
use when developing a project. Rather than 
create new plans and specifications for items 
such as curbs, gutters, sidewalks, drainage 
facilities, asphalt mixtures, etc., engineers lift 
appropriate information from existing manu- 
als or drawings. 

In the past, ODOT engineers were using one 
set of boilerplate standards while cities and 
counties used their own standards or relied on 
standards developed by the American Public 
Works Association. Contractors, material 
suppliers and utility companies had to work 
with multiple sets of specifications and stan- 
dard drawings, which was often confusing and 
time-consuming. 

Sam Johnston, who at the time was ODOT’s 
Standards engineer, along with Paul Klope, city 
of Eugene principal engineer and APWA 
Specifications Committee chair, spearheaded 
the effort to combine the standards. 

“The goal of working with APWA to stan- 
dardize construction specifications and 
standard drawings is to increase construction 


uniformity and efficiency, thereby reducing 
construction costs,’ Johnston said. “ODOT is 
working more and more in partnership with 
the public and other agencies. The joint 
specifications effort is a continuation of this 
process.” 

‘This effort fits APWA’s goal to increase 
partnership with ODOT on issues of common 
concern to provide service to public works 
agencies across the state,” Klope said. 

Before launching into the project, Johnston 
and Klope visited each ODOT region and met 
with ODOT and local agency representatives. 
Also, an in-depth survey was sent to ODOT, 
APWA, Associated General Contractors and 
local agencies to gauge the interest in the 
project. Of nearly 300 responses received, 84 
percent indicated they were in favor of joint 
standard specifications and even more said 
they would use a combined set of specifica- 
tions. 

A steering committee guided the work of 18 
subcommittees. Subcommittees consisted of 
ODOT, city, county, private industry and the 
Consulting Engineering Council of Oregon 
representatives. Each subcommittee took the 
responsibility to combine current ODOT and 


APWA specifications for their area of expertise, 


as well as revise related standard drawings. 
ODOT Specifications Engineer Dale 
Deatherage is now checking the subcommittee 
work to assure consistency and correct any 
errors. Then the Federal Highway Administra- 


tion and the Oregon Department of Justice will 


review the publication. Once it is printed, it 
will be available for sale from ODOT and 
APWA. It also will be available on the Web. 
For more information, contact Keith 
Johnston, ODOT Quality Assurance engineer, 
who chaired the subcommittee in charge 
of communications for the project, at 
503/986-3053. Additional information also can 
be found at www.odot.state.or.us/techserv/ 
roadway/specs/odotapwa.htm. (Written by 
Monte Turner, communications coordinator, 
503/986-4180.) W 


www.tripcheck.com 


“We hope that people view the camera site before 
they venture out so they will make better travel 
decisions, especially during winter.” 

Visitors to TripCheck can save time by 
customizing the site to meet their needs. They 
can group together their favorite camera views, 
using the Custom Cam feature, and save them for 
future use. 

Tom Beggs, TripCheck project manager, said, 
“We have added this feature to TripCheck with 
convenience in mind. If you travel a particular 
route often, you can group camera shots of that 
location and view them quickly to locate possible 
trouble spots before you travel.” 

The TripCheck development team also created 
a page within TripCheck called QuickCheck. This 
page brings camera and incident information 
together in one place for quick reference. 
TripCheck’s development focused on ease of use 
and a new distinctive ‘look and feel. 

“Our ultimate goal is to make it easy for the 
public to get the important information they 
need, whether they are commuting to work or 
traveling across the state,” Beggs said. “We will 
continually improve the site, and we welcome the 
public’s comments.” 

There is a location on TripCheck to provide 
comments and suggestions, and “we invite people 
to do so,” Beggs added. 

TripCheck also includes links to bus, airports, 
train, bicycle and trucking information, and a 
mileage calculator that helps travelers estimate 
the distance and most direct route for their trips. 
Other new features include detailed information 
on Scenic Byways, rest areas, and SnoParks. So 
check out TripCheck.com and Get Answers, Get 
Going! (Written by Glen Hammer, ITS Unit 
communications coordinator, 503/986-3977.) W 
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Contributions ca can Pe sent to 
ODOT Financial Services, Attention: 
Revenue Accounts — Memorial 
Garden Fund, 355 Capitol Street NE, 
Salem, OR 97301-3872. 


Please consider donating. 


Transportation 
Commission 
adopts 
Aviation Plan 


he Oregon Transportation Commission 

last month adopted the Oregon Avia- 
tion Plan, which contains policies that guide 
the state in protecting, maintaining and devel- 
oping public-use airports, and makes recom- 
mendations for implementing those policies. 


What the plan says 


> The state’s 101 public-use airports were 
divided into five categories. Category 
definitions were refined during plan 
discussions based on airport functions. 
Seventy of the airports were identified as 
Oregon’s core system of airports. 


P A set of five strategies recommends how to 
prioritize use of limited funds to gain 
maximum benefit. The plan tells decision- 
makers to preserve the existing system 
before modernizing airports. It provides 
other strategies to determine which airports 
should receive priority for preservation 
projects. The plan tells aviation officials to 
consider factors such as the costs and 
benefits of improvements, the availability of 
federal funds, the amount of local support, 
economic development potential and 
emergency role of the airport. 


P Inaddition, 10 policy areas guide planning 
decisions that will protect and preserve 
public-use airports. The actions listed 
under each policy will be implemented at 
the state level, in coordination with airport 

_ sponsors and various levels of government. 
Policy topics include land use compatibility, 
safety, economic development support, and 
connectivity with other modes of transpor- 
tation for people and freight. 


> A policy on airport ownership encourages 
the division to transfer state-owned airports 
to local governments where feasible. 


P Some policies deal with funding — both 
obtaining sufficient funds and prioritizing 
use of the funds. The system element of the 
plan identifies nearly $275 million of needs 
over the next 20 years to preserve the 
airport system to the minimum standards 
set by the plan. 


> The plan predicts an unmet need of about 
$98 million. The 1999 Oregon Legislature 
passed an aviation fuel tax increase that will 
provide approximately $1.3 million per 
year. That revenue will begin to reduce the 
gap, but a backlog of unfunded projects will 
remain. The plan recommends establishing 
state-level programs to address airport 
preservation and improvements needs. 


The plan was developed by the Department 
of Aviation and the Dye Management Group. 
Copies of the plan and technical appendices are 
being printed and will be available for distribu- 
tion. For more information, contact Gary 
Viehdorfer, Aviation Plan manager at 503/378- 
8689 ext. 230. (Written by Monte Turner, 
communications coordinator, 503/986-4180.) W 


Free transponders help to 
expand Oregon Green Light 


PRECLEARANCE 


\ 


An 18-wheeler southbound along Interstate 5 near the Woodburn Port of Entry passes over a weigh-in-motion scale, past 
roadside over-height detectors, and under an automatic vehicle identification reader. The truck is weighed and identified 
before it gets to the station. The Motor Carrier enforcement officer on duty clears the truck, which can then go past the 


station without pulling off the highway. 


DOT’s Green Light Program has taken 

some giant steps in the last few months in 
terms of the number of motor carriers using the 
system, and the number of trucks that regularly 
weigh and clear pass Oregon weigh stations at 
highway speed. 

The system uses weigh-in-motion scales and 
pole-mounted automatic vehicle identification 
readers. These devices connect with computers 
that check a truck’s size, weight and height, as well 
as the carrier’s records related to vehicle registra- 
tion, tax payments and safety. To use the system, a 
truck must have a transponder, which is a small 
pager-like device that carries an identification 
number and transmits it to the weigh station. 
Weighing and identifying trucks take place in less 
than one second, more than a mile before a truck 
passes the weigh station. 

“We now have 15 operational sites with a 16" 
finishing installation this month,” said Oregon 
Green Light Program Manager Randal Thomas. 
“The goal is to have 21 stations up and running 
with this technology.” 

In just the first two months of this year, a total 
of 63,085 trucks have received green lights to 
bypass 14 Oregon weigh station sites. If bypassing 
a weigh station at highway speed saves a trucker 
just five minutes, the 63,085 green lights represent 
a savings of 5,257 hours of travel time for 
ODOT?’s trucking customers. 

Other changes have made it easier for truckers 
to start on the program. 

“When we first began with Green Light, we 
hired a company to distribute transponders and 
for their administration we allowed them to 
charge $45 per truck per year,” Thomas said. “The 
fee was hard for some fleet operators to justify. 
Now ODOT has taken over distributing tran- 
sponders, and has eliminated the administrative 
cost. The result is tremendous growth. We now 
have about 900 carriers on board, and almost 
9,000 transponders in use.” 

Some of those fleet operators are familiar 
names, and have many trucks operating on 


Oregon roads. Recently these fleets began using 
the Green Light system: 


Federal Express 

Frito-Lay 

Les Schwab (L&S Transport) 
May Trucking Co. 

Pepsico of Eastern Oregon 
USF Reddaway 

Wal Mart 


“We have done some research to determine 
which fleets had the most trucks bypassing our 
operational Green Light weigh stations,” Thomas 
said. “We went to them and offered to sign them 
up. We are also offering transponders to truckers 
who ask for them on a first-come first-serve basis. 
Since we began free distribution, we have almost 
doubled our number of transponders out on the 
roadway. As these transponders are installed in 
fleets, we expect the number of weigh station 
bypasses to double in the next six months.” 

Another aspect of the program that is growing is 
the Trusted Carrier Partner program. 

“About half of our Green Light members are 
also Trusted Carriers, and get to display the 
Trusted Carrier vanity license plates on their rigs,” 
Thomas said. “A carrier earns the designation by 
passing a rigorous safety and compliance check, 
and by having an exemplary safety record.” 

Oregon Green Light has also been attracting 
national attention and was recently nominated 
for the prestigious ITS America Award in the 
category of ‘saving money. 

“We're getting terrific comments about the 
customer service Green Light offers,” Thomas 
said. “Trucks go through the weigh stations 
faster, there are fewer trucks merging onto and 
off the highways, increasing safety for motorists, 
and we have effectively increased the capacity of 
the weigh stations to handle traffic,” Thomas 
said. “It’s a win-win situation for everybody.” 
(Written by Mac McGowan, Motor Carrier 
information representative, 503/986-3451.) W 


ODOT to issue contractor report cards in 2000 


B eginning this construction season, project 
managers will fill out report cards rating 
contractor performance on every Oregon Trans- 
portation Commission project funded through 
the department. 

“Over the past several years, ODOT has experi- 
enced occasional problems with the quality and 
timeliness of contractors,” said Ken Stoneman, 
State Construction and Materials engineer. “The 
problems have been more acute in recent years due 
to fewer inspectors available on our crews and the 
increased impact to the public traveling through 
work zones.” 

ODOT managers had considered developing a 
formal evaluation program. When an independent 
management review in 1998 also recommended 
such a process, the Construction Section decided 
to aggressively pursue the concept, Stoneman said. 
A check with other states found no objective, 
comprehensive model for Oregon to adapt. 

An 11-member committee with representation 
from major construction companies, Associated 
General Contractors, and ODOT construction, 
contracting and project manager offices tackled the 
problem last year. Julie Redden of the Construc- 
tion Contracts Unit provided administrative 
support to the project. 

The group developed a 100-point rating system. 
Each project will be evaluated on 20 topics with 
~ varying numbers of points assigned to each topic. 

“We worked hard to make sure that the system 
would be objective and based on essential contract 
elements,” Stoneman said. 


Categories for ratings include project 
supervision, meeting the schedule, quality of 
materials and workmanship, and payment to 
staff and subcontractors. Contractors will be 
scored on safety and traffic control measures. 
Contractors also will receive points for compli- 
ance with environmental regulations and 
contract details, as well as meeting provisions 
for disadvantaged businesses, on-the-job 
training and equal opportunity employment. 

Project managers will fill out evaluations at 
the completion of projects lasting less than 12 
months or at one-year intervals for longer 
projects. Contractors will then receive an 
average score of all projects rated in the previ- 
ous 12-month period. 

The group established an average score of 80 
points as a passing grade. If a score falls under 
80 points, the contractor must meet with 
Stoneman and develop a corrective action plan. 
Scores below 70 carry three- or six-month 
suspensions of the contractor’s approval to bid 
on ODOT-funded contracts. 

More severe suspensions occur if the con- 
tractor receives failing grades again within a 
five-year period. Suspension from ODOT’s bid 
process also would prevent the contractors 
from bidding on many city and county con- 


struction projects. Many local governments rely 


on ODOT’s list of prequalified contractors as 
their sole source for contractors, Stoneman 
pointed out. 


Contractors who disagree with a project 
manager’s evaluation may request a meeting to 
review the evaluation. If the two parties are unable 
to reach agreement, the contractor may request a 
review from the area manager. Appeals of the 
scoring that results in removal of the 
prequalification status can be made to the Depart- 
ment of Administrative Services. 

Late last year, some project managers informally 
tested the new rating system on contracts that had 
been completed, Stoneman noted. Construction 
Section staff members have conducted training for 
project managers and expect the rating system to 
improve consistency of contract administration 
statewide. 

“We are not emphasizing the point system and 
the penalties, but are presenting the evaluation as a 
communication tool,’ Stoneman said. “It tells 
contractors up front what we will be evaluating 
and should encourage them to follow contract 
requirements in all categories. The goal is to foster 
better working relationships.” 

The evaluation does not replace any of the 
existing processes, such as partnering sessions for 
major projects, preconstruction sessions or regular 
meetings, he said. 

“But it can be an excellent tool for use during 
these discussions,’ Stoneman added. 

If it works well, the evaluation may save time 
spent by ODOT staff in engineering and inspec- 
tion oversight, he said. (Written by Monte Turner, 
communications coordinator, 503/986-4180.) W 


Slide project identifies repair priorities 


y the time this fall’s rain starts hitting 

southwest Oregon’s slippery slopes, 
_the Geo/Hydro Section will have com- 
pleted a pilot project to prioritize slide 
repair projects on three highways in 
Region 3. 

Focusing on both landslides and 
rockfalls, the project will provide a process 
for identifying repair priorities, just as 
other program systems help select bridge 
and pavement projects for funding. Work 
on the pilot project started last October. 

According to Geo/Hydro Section 
Manager Mike Long, the project will 
identify, inventory and rate active land- 
slides or unstable slopes affecting the state 
highway system along three main routes in 
southwest Oregon. That area was selected 
because when the project was first pro- 
posed, it had the most frequent landslides 
on major routes. More than 90 areas will 
be rated according to the hazard they 
present to the roadway. 

The highways selected for the study are: 
U.S. 101 in Region 3, Oregon 38 between 
Interstate 5 and Reedsport, and Oregon 42 
between Roseburg and U.S. 101. 

“After the slides on these three routes 
are inventoried and rated, we will develop 
cost estimates for repair for several of 
them,” Long said. 

Staff will figure cost-benefit ratios for 
the projects to rank them in terms of the 
most economical for repair. 


Heavy rains and unstable slopes usually contribute to slide problems in southwestern Oregon. ' 


“This analysis will help managers deter- 
mine the most efficient use of construction 
dollars,” Long said. 

Slide and rockfall information will be 
entered into a geographic information system 
computer database that provides access to 
data from points on a map. 

Long said the project will have many other 
benefits as well. 

“We can use this information when 
assessing earthquake hazards, planning 
construction and maintenance projects, and 
evaluating potential impacts to streams or 


environmentally sensitive areas,” he said. 

If the pilot project is successful, it will be 
expanded statewide within the next couple of 
years, Long added. 

The project leader is Jan Six. Amy Landvoigt 
is handling field work and geographic informa- 
tion system tasks. Both are members of the 
Geotechnical Unit. Cooperation from the 
District 7 maintenance crews and the Region 3 
Geology Unit has been essential to the project 
development, Long added. (Written by Monte 
Turner, communications coordinator, 
503/986-4180.) VW 


Eight ODOT paving projects 
receive awards at ceremony 


everal asphalt paving projects completed 
last year for ODOT recently received awards. 

The Asphalt Pavement Association of Oregon 

presented the awards in Eugene at its annual 
banquet, held in conjunction with the Oregon 
Asphalt Conference. ODOT projects were 
entered in four of the eight award categories. 

Three categories included only ODOT 

projects. The three first-place awards in those 
categories: 

> Cold-Mix Asphalt Concrete — U.S. 395, 
from Pilot Rock to Cape Horn Summit. 
Contractor J.C. Compton, ODOT Project 
Manager Tony George and Inspector 
Jerry Mills. 

P Smoothness — Pedestrian Overcrossing 
to S.W. 60" on Barbur Boulevard in 
Portland. Contractor Morse Bros., Inc., 
ODOT Project Manager Marge West and 
Inspector Paul Hogan. 

> State Highway — Oregon 62 near 
Medford (Linn Road to Dutton Road). 
Contractor LTM Inc., ODOT Project 
Manager Larry Carson and Inspector 
Shawn Dawe. 


Each fall, two teams from the APAO, the 
American Public Works Association and ODOT 
tour paving projects around the state to evaluate 
them on several criteria. The teams judge 
projects based on ride (smoothness of pave- 
ment), quality of produced materials (asphalt 
mix) and overall workmanship, according to 
APAO Executive Director Jim Huddleston. 

“Our teams award those projects demonstrat- 
ing quality workmanship, few or no flaws, and 


those that will require the least amount of 
maintenance later on,” said Huddleston. “Our 
overall goal is to award projects that will be 
long-lasting and serve the public well.” 
In addition to its three first-place awards, 
ODOT received second- and third-place awards 
for other paving projects. They include: 
> Cold-Mix Asphalt Concrete — Oregon 
140 between Klamath Falls County Line 
and Bly. Contractor Roy L. Houck 
Construction, ODOT Project Manager 
Mike Stinson and Inspectors Murray 
Colwell and Al Meyers. 
> Smoothness — Interstate 5 between 
Myrtle Creek and Canyonville. Contrac- 
tor J.C. Compton, ODOT Project 
Manager Jeff Payne and Inspector Kevin 
Peterson. U.S. 20 between Sweet Home 
WCL and Foster. Contractor Roy L. 
Houck Construction, ODOT Project 
Manager Ron Clay and Inspector Ray 
Bryant. 

> State Highway — Oregon 58 between 
Salt Creek Falls Camp Road and Klamath 
County Line. Contractor McCafferty- 
Whittle Construction Company, Inc., 
ODOT Project Manager Larry Lindley 
and Inspector David Butler. I-5 Tualatin 
and Willamette River bridges south of 
Portland. Contractor Morse Bros., Inc., 
ODOT Project Manager Marge West and 
Inspector Rob Wattman. 


Each year, more than 100 entries are submit- 
ted by ODOT, and city, county and federal 
public works agencies for judging. W 


Comfort Suites (Hawthorne Street) 


Mill Creek Inn (Ryan Drive) 
Super Eight (Hawthorne Street) 
New Kings Inn (Mission Street) 


Registration for the May Safety Congress will be announced through the Statewide Safety Team. 
Training News 
Publication of the Statewide Training 2000 catalog has been postponed to June 2000. It will 
include a training schedule that will cover FY 2000-2001 (July 00 —Jun 01). 


Information classes on the Public Employees Retirement System (PERS) also will be published in 
the upcoming catalog. The following PERS classes (no charge) will be offered periodically through- 


out the state at ODOT facilities: 


PERS 101 (90 min.) Designed for early/mid career employees to discuss membership, variable 
account, beneficiary selection, death & disability, vesting, termination of 
employment, summary of retirement benefits & health insurance. 

Retiring with PERS, designed for employees with 15 years or less to retirement. 
Oregon Savings Growth Plan. Explanation of the plan, benefits, and how it 
works. Discussion on long-term savings goals, nine investment options, and 
creating a personal investment strategy. 

Oregon Savings Growth Plan Retirement Workshop. Designed for employees 
with five or less years from retirement. 


| PERS 162 (2 hrs.) 
_ PERS 103 (1-2 hrs.) 


PERS 104 (2 hrs.) 


_ ODOT Employee Safety & Training Corner 


Employee Safety News 
| M ay 23, 2000, the ODOT Human Resource Center in Salem will host the first 
of two Safety Congresses. The May Safety Congress coincides with National Trans- 
portation Safety Awareness Month and focuses on transportation and highway safety topics. 
The May congress starts at 8 a.m. and ends at approximately 4 p.m. Beverage refreshments 
_ and lunch on May 23 will be provided at no cost to participants. The following motels are 
located nearby for those needing overnight accomodations: 


Holiday Inn Express (Hawthorne Street) 


__ For the latest employee safety & training information, check out the HR Web site at: http:// 
intranet.odot.state.or.us/hr/ or call our central number at 503/378-6202. 


503/585-9705 
1-800-Holiday 
503/585-3332 
503/370-8888 
503/581-1559 


Committee 
works on 
professional 
engineering 
issues 


Professional Engineering Committee is 

working on several issues related to engi- 
neer training, licensing, stamping of projects for 
approval, and recruiting. 

The 12-member group chaired by Jeff 
Scheick, Technical Services manager, has 
formed subcommittees to work on various 
issues. Each subcommittee recently completed 
work plans outlining their assignments for the 
next several months. 

“The purpose of the project is to create 
incentives and opportunities for employees to 
become registered as engineers,” Scheick said. 
“Tt is also to ensure the department is in 
compliance with state law for professional 
engineers being in responsible charge of our 
engineering work.” 

Some of the work also addresses issues that 
apply to professional land surveyors and 
geologists, who are regulated under the same 
statute, he added. 

A major component of the project will be to 
determine what types of work require the 
approval stamp of a professional engineer and 
therefore which specific positions will require 
an employee with an engineering license. 

Another set of activities will aim to help 
current employees obtain a license. The depart- 
ment will provide study material. The team also 
is exploring options for making review courses 
available for employees. Other options will be 
available to help staff prepare for exams. Once 
they pass, the department will support staff to 
obtain the required professional development 
hours required to maintain the license. 

According to Scheick, it is important for staff 
without college degrees to obtain licensing 
before higher standards take effect. 

“An Oregon State Board of Examiners for 
Engineers and Land Surveyors rule states that 
beginning in 2006, people won't be able to take 
engineer or land surveyor exams unless they 
have a four-year degree,” Scheick said. 

“We are hoping that the program will encour- 
age a number of ODOT employees to consider 
seeking a license,” he added. “Within the next six 
years, we want to see increases in the number of 
licensed engineers from our current number of 
around 220. This will be a particular challenge as 
there is projected to be an increase in the 
number of licensed engineers in the department 
who are eligible for retirement.” 

An 85-page Professional Engineering Support 
Within ODOT document prepared by the 
committee to identify issues, subcommittee 
work plans, a Frequently Asked Questions page 
and other information will be available soon 
through an ODOT Intranet site. 

“T appreciate the work done so far by the 
committee,” Scheick said. 

Before making recommendations, the group 
surveyed neighboring state transportation 
departments. They asked about engineer hiring, 
licensing, training and salaries. They also 
examined Oregon statutes, state board require- 
ments and ODOT data, he noted. (Written by 
Monte Turner, communications coordinator, 
503/986-4180.) W 


a Pee itions 


As of February. Compiled from Department of 
Administrative Services personnel data by Human 
Resource Program Services. 


Appointments 


Daryl Alosa, personnel officer 3, Roseburg. 

David Anderson, transportation maintenance specialist 
2, Condon. 

Jeffrey Bersheid, associate transportation engineer, 
Portland. 

Carolyn Brooks, program technician 1, Bend. 

Byrl Chadwell, transportation services representative 2, 
Farewell Bend. 

Linda Chaponot, engineering specialist 2, Salem. 

Frank Claxton, transportation maintenance specialist 2, 
Parkdale. 

Jonathon Cook, engineering specialist 1, Portland. 

David Eyerly, program technician 2, Salem. 

Joseph Ford, transportation maintenance specialist 2, 
Government Camp. 

Julia Fowler, transportation engineer 2, Portland. 

Melissa Fricke, engineering specialist 2, Portland. 


Se rice award 


Melvin Holmes 


35 years 


Melvin Holmes, transportation engineer 3, Salem. 


25 years 


Willard Bradshaw, transportation engineer 2, Salem. 

Patrick Corey, program technician 1, Salem. 

Robert Dittman, transportation maintenance specialist 
2, Newberg. 

Michael Figg, engineering specialist 3, La Grande. 

Steven Hande, transportation maintenance specialist 2, 
Salem. 

Debra Hanslovan, principal executive/manager A, 
Albany. 

Danny Hepler, information systems specialist 3, Salem. 

Dale Hollinger, transportation maintenance specialist 2, 
Detroit. 

Geoffrey Kaiser, principal executive/manager D, Portland. 

John Lucas, transportation engineer 2, Salem. 

Michael Wertz, trades/maintenance coordinator, 


Milwaukie. 
20 years 


Gary Barquist, transportation engineer 1, Salem. 

Dave Becker, transportation maintenance specialist 2, 
Canyonville. 

Kenneth Biede, associate transportation engineer, 
The Dalles. 

William Broadbent, information systems specialist 4, 
Salem. 

Roger Christensen, engineering specialist 3, Portland. 

Mike Dunning, transportation engineer 1, Salem. 

Mary Getman, office specialist 2, Salem. 

Mark Grinde, transportation maintenance coordina- 
tor 2, Grants Pass. 

Ralph Harrington, information systems specialist 6, 
Salem. 

Gary Hunt, engineering specialist 3, Clackamas. 


Herick Gainey, transportation operations specialist, 
White City. 

Scott Grew, public service representative 3, Salem. 

Stephanie Grissom, public service representative 3, 
Salem. 

Steven Johnson, engineering specialist 3, White City. 

Lorene Judge, program technician 2, Salem. 

Shirlette Kenworthy, office specialist 2, La Grande. 

Martin Mann, transportation engineer 1, Salem. 

Ronald McConnell, information systems specialist 6, 
Salem. 

Julie Millage, office specialist 1, Salem. 

Catherine Petersen, public service representative 3, 
Salem. 

Nancy Rold, transportation maintenance specialist 1, 
Corvallis. 

Doug Spencer, transportation engineer 2, Salem. 

Jeffrey Towers, executive support specialist 1, Salem. 

Cynthia Turell, office coordinator, Eugene. 

Eugene Vandercovering, transportation maintenance 
specialist 2, Sylvan. 

Bonita Williamsen, office coordinator, Bend. 

Brian Yokel, engineering specialist 2, Portland. 


Lorene Judge, program technician 2, Salem. 

Ruth Kirksey, accountant 1, Salem. 

Glenn Knoper, associate transportation engineer, 
Portland. 

Steven Littrell, principal executive/manager D, Salem. 

David Polly, transportation engineer 2, Salem. 

Charles Sciscione, principal executive/manager E, 
Troutdale. 

Robert Severson, administrative specialist 2, Salem. 

Raymond Stover, highway maintenance supervisor 2, 
Milwaukie. 

David Van Schoiack, transportation maintenance 
specialist 2, Hermiston. 

Frankie Wilson, transportation maintenance coordi- 
nator 2, Baldock. 


15 years 


Cynthia Ayers, office assistant 2, Salem. 

Nicki Barrett, right-of-way agent 1, Bend. 

Charles Church, transportation maintenance 
specialist 2, Klamath Falls. 

Dolores Decair, office specialist 2, Salem. 

Antonio Dominguez, transportation services represen- 
tative 1, Woodburn. 

Everett Hari, office assistant 2, Salem. 

Allen Hart, transportation engineer 1, Klamath Falls. 

Ruthann Heaton, principal executive/manager A, 
Baker City. 

Jamie Hollenbeak, transportation engineer 2, Salem. 

John Ivie, transportation maintenance specialist, 
Tillamook. 

Rafael Marquez, transportation services office leader, 
Portland. 

Betty Phillips, office assistance 2, Salem. 

Terry Pratt, transportation services representative 2, 
Salem. 

Sharon Safina, administrative specialist 2, Salem. 

Mario Sifuentez, transportation maintenance 
specialist 2, Vale. 

William Upton, principal contributor 1, Salem. 

William Walther, transportation services represen- 
tative 2, Roseburg. 

DeWayne Weaver, information systems specialist 7, 
Salem. 

Jerry Weinberger, transportation maintenance 
specialist 2, Warrenton. 


1 0 years 


Jerry Alberts, transportation services representative 2, 
McMinnville. 

Rodney Anderson, engineering specialist 3, Salem. 

Lance Bissell, information systems specialist 6, Salem. 

Julie Cooper, transportation services representative 1, 
Salem. 


Promotions 

Linda Bell-Uribe, administrative specialist 2 to 
program technician 1, Salem. 

John Bosket, transportation engineer | to transpor- 
tation engineer 2, Portland. 

Jonathan Cook, engineering specialist 1 to engineer- 
ing specialist 2, Portland. 

Laura Cooley, administrative specialist 1 to principal 
executive/manager A, Salem. 

Rene Drews, engineering specialist 2 to engineering 
specialist 3, Salem. 

Melinda Griffith, transportation maintenance 
specialist 2 to engineering specialist 2, Clackamas. 

Rosalio Guerrero, engineering specialist 3 to 
associate transportation engineer, Salem. 

Brett Hardt, transportation operations specialist to 
transportation maintenance coordinator 2, 
Milwaukie. 

Sayf Munir, engineering specialist 2 to engineering 
specialist 3, Eugene. 

Carla Nickelsen, principal executive/manager B to 
principal executive/manager C, Portland. 

Gary Obery, transportation engineer | to transpor- 
tation engineer 2, Salem. 

Larry Schied, railroad specialist 1 to railroad 
specialist 2, Salem. 

Rick Shorb, transportation engineer | to transporta- 
tion engineer 2, Salem. 

Amy Sinclair, transportation services representative 
2 to principal executive/manager A, Salem. 

Mark Taylor, transportation engineer | to transpor- 
tation engineer 2, Portland. 

Joseph Thomas, transportation engineer 2 to 
principal executive/manager D, White City. 

Darin Weaver, transportation maintenance specialist 
2 to transportation operations specialist, Astoria. 


Retirements 


Joan De Santis, office specialist 2 with Driver and 
Motor Vehicle Services, Salem, retired in March 
after 15 years of service. 

Margarette Lupian, office assistant 2 with Driver 
and Motor Vehicle Services, Salem, retired in 
March after 20 years of service. 

Norma Smith, motor carrier enforcement officer 1 
with Motor Carrier Transportation, Huntington, 
retired in March after 8 years of service. 

Sylvia Stephens, transportation services representa- 
tive 1 with Driver and Motor Vehicle Services, 
Astoria, retired in March after 22 years of service. 


Obituaries 


William (Sonny) Gaige, District 9 maintenance 
employee in The Dalles, died March 3. He was 50. 

Larry Heath, District 12 maintenance employee in 
Heppner, died March 27. He was 53. 

Nels Osterholme, District 1 Humbug Section 
coordinator, died March 23. He was 50. 


Ba She sake Ba Oe a ce Rt 
James Copeland, electrician, Klamath Falls. 
Amy Dial, transportation maintenance specialist 2, 
Estacada. 
Geraldine Hemmer, personnel officer 3, Salem. 
Charles Higgins, transportation maintenance 
specialist 2, Juntura. 
Michael Hortsch, engineering specialist 1, Salem. 
Lee McDannel, engineering specialist 3, Ontario. 
Scott Nettleton, transportation engineer 2, Salem. 
Clay Nolen, engineering specialist 3, Milwaukie. 
Paul Rich, transportation services representative 1, 
Portland. 
Laura Slater, transportation engineer 1, Corvallis. 
David Stubblefield, engineering specialist 3, Coquille. 
Jerry Winkle, information systems specialist 5, 
La Grande. 


/ 


Aviation sets dates for conference and Air Fair 


regon’s Department of Aviation plans to 
O sponsor two high-profile aviation events this 
summer and fall. 

The Revolution in General Aviation is the theme 
for a June 14 -16 conference at Oregon State 
University in Corvallis. The conference aims to 
inform people about current developments in the 
area of general aviation that will have significant 
impacts on the transportation of people and 
goods. In addition to the conference’s three tracks 
covering — general aviation airports for the 
future, general aviation and economic develop- 
ment, and general aviation design and manufac- 
turing — a supplemental track discussing general 
aviation in higher education has been added. 

“Communities throughout the state need to 
know the impact these changes will have on their 
airports and surrounding areas,” said Marilyn 
Lorance of the Department of Aviation. 

“We hope to draw not only airport managers 
and local government officials tasked with caring 
for their airports, but planners, economic devel- 
opment staff, and people in transportation 
businesses,” she noted. 

Speakers will include economic development 
and educational specialists, public officials, 
aviation and airport specialists, and representa- 
tives of the FAA and NASA. 

The OSU Transportation Research Institute 
and Oregon Space Grant are co-sponsors. Register 
at the division’s Web site at www.odot.state.or.us/ 
aero/ or call OSU at 541/737-4273. 

Oregon Air Fair 2000 moves a Portland event 
conducted periodically in recent years to a new 
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location in Albany. The Air Fair, with a theme of 
“Aviation - Past, Present & Future,” will take 
place Sept. 16 - 17 at the Linn County Fair- 
grounds, conveniently located adjacent to the 
Albany Airport. 

Admission is free. The division’s Web site 
carries information about the event, or call the 


Northwest Aviation 
Association at 
1-800-547-6922 for 
information. (Written by 
Monte Turner, communica- 
tions coordinator, 
503/986-4180.) W 


Highway cameras spot congestion, 
weather and safety problems 


| ighway cameras continue to spring up 
throughout Oregon. ODOT now operates 


more than 40 cameras, with more on the way. The 
total number of highway cameras is estimated at 
nearly 70 statewide including those owned by media 
and other private operators. There are more than 40 
cameras in the Portland area alone. 

Highway cameras in urban areas focus primarily 
on traffic congestion. Cameras in rural areas 
concentrate on weather information and safety 
concerns. ODOT-owned cameras provide new 
images on the Internet every 15 minutes. 

While individual installation costs vary depend- 
ing on whether the camera is placed within an 
existing tower or weather station cabinet, the average 
cost is $3,000 for materials and labor for installation 
at a site that has a tower, power and phone. Routine 
maintenance to clean the lens and test equipment is 
scheduled for every six months. 
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US. 101, Oregon’s coastal transportation lifeline, has 
two new highway cameras. The first, at Port Orford, 
went online in February. The camera faces to the north 
overlooking the city of Port Orford. The Web site 
image also provides wind speed and temperature 
readings from the weather station. A second camera 
was turned on in March at the Yaquina Bay Bridge. 

Another recent addition is a second camera on the 
Siskiyous at Exit 6, a difficult section of Interstate 5 
during the winter. The camera, funded as part of the 
California Oregon Advanced Transportation Systems 
project, provides a live-video feed to the ODOT 
maintenance facility in Ashland, which helps the crew 
monitor weather conditions and dispatch resources 
more effectively during winter storms. 

In early April, travelers will have a camera view of 
conditions at Sexton Pass on I-5 north of Grants Pass. 
InternetCDS$, an Internet service provider in Medford, 
helped provide the connection to the ODOT Web site. 


Be sure to read about TripCheck, 
ODOT’s new road, weather and travel 
information Web site, on page 3. 


